April 13, 2007

Pikeville College’s Tonya Amburgey is NAIA Region XI Recipient

of Dr. LeRoy Walker Champions of Character Award

Campbellsville, Kentucky  - Tonya Amburgey of Pikeville College has been named as the recipient of the 2007 Dr. LeRoy Walker Champions of Character Award for NAIA Region XI.

Amburgey has been a member of the Pikeville College women’s basketball team for four years and was captain of the Lady Bears her junior and senior seasons.  She has been named to the Dean’s List every semester and has served as a Peer Mentor for the Pikeville College Academic Cultural Enrichment and Pikeville College Upward Bound Basketball.  She has achieved numerous academic honors and awards and has been a part of several community service projects such as food drives, Hurricane Katrina relief and Habitat for Humanity.

Pikeville College women’s basketball coach Bill Watson said that Amburgey has been active in many campus organizations and activities.  “Tonya has developed into our undisputed team leader and is highly though of by her teammates,” added Watson.

“Tonya is very visible in our community,” said Bradley D. Marcum, Assistant for Educational Support Services at Pikeville College.  “It has been a pleasure to watch the growth of this young lady since she came to Pikeville.   At Pikeville College we say we are changing the world, one graduate at a time and Tonya is a perfect example of this,” he added.

Amburgey’s teammates were equally supportive of her nomination for the award.  “Not only do I look to Tonya as a student-athlete, but she has also influenced me because of her integrity and Christian morals.  She is a very family-oriented young lady who always makes time for church and her family even though she has such a busy schedule,” said sophomore teammate Whitney Hogg.

The Dr. LeRoy Walker Award is one of the most prestigious awards in the NAIA and was created as a part of the NAIA’s association with the Citizenship Through Sports Alliance, a group of ten other organizations from the world of sports that seeks to promote and recognize sportsmanship.

The criteria for the award are numerous, but include an overall grade point average of at least a 3.0, campus leadership, community leadership, embracing the five core values of the Champions of Character initiative, athletic achievement and future ambition.

